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Mariemont Players Inc. has formed a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee. Co-chaired by Liz Taylor and Jackie Miesle, this
committee was formed to examine the ways MPI can support, embrace, and engage more diversity in our community, and create a
more equitable theater for all. The DEI Committee has been (virtually) holding monthly meetings, and is working on actionable steps
MPI can work on to ensure we are not only including people from all backgrounds, but seeking them out and encouraging their
participation. There is always room to improve, and we intend on improving continuously as we learn and grow.
We have added the following language to the Mariemont Players Culture Statement, which all members agree to in submitting a
membership application, stating our commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion:
At Mariemont Players Inc., diversity and inclusion are integral parts of our organization. It is our goal to create a culture of inclusion—
whereby we encourage, value and promote the various insights, opinions, and talents, of our diverse artistic community.
To facilitate this environment, awareness and advocacy regarding diverse communities must be the responsibility of all Mariemont
Players members. As we strive to make our organization more diverse, equitable, and inclusive, Mariemont Players is taking a proactive
internal and external approach to infuse and bolster those values in our culture.

The committee thought it would be fun to feature a famous POC artist in the Limelight Review each month. We’re starting out with a
real legend, the ever-talented, always beloved, Audra McDonald. The winner of a record-breaking SIX Tony Awards, two Grammy
Awards, and an Emmy Award, Audra McDonald was named one of Time magazine’s 100 most influential people of 2015 and received a
2015 National Medal of Arts—America’s highest honor for achievement in the
arts— from President Barack Obama.
Audra McDonald received her classical vocal training at the Juilliard School. A
year after graduating, she won her first Tony Award for Best Performance by a
Featured Actress in a Musical for Carousel at Lincoln Center Theater. She went on
to win two more Tony Awards over the next four years, for an unprecedented
total of three Tony Awards before the age of 30. Audra is a true Broadway star
and has given countless extraordinary performances on (and off) Broadway in
iconic roles, including Lady Day (Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill), Mother
Abbess (The Sound of Music Live!), Bess (The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess), Dot
(Sunday in the Park with George), Ruth Younger (A Raisin in the Sun), Lady Percy
(Henry IV), Julie Jordan (Carousel), Sarah (Ragtime), Sharon (Master Class), Carrie
Pipperidge (Carousel), and more.

Information found at audramcdonald.com and broadwayworld.com.

We know we’ve been a little quiet lately, but we have not been sitting still! MPI’s Creative Content
Committee has been working on some exciting new projects we can’t wait to share with you! Consider this
your teaser for our upcoming “Home for the Holidays” series, which we hope to premier toward the end of
this month, and into December. We’ll share more information as we get things wrapped up, but for now,
keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for an official announcement and the premier installment of
Mariemont Players: Home for the Holidays!
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Contributed by Art Kibby
We were recently contacted by someone who found this
photo while sorting through some old items. The picture to
the left is the 1869 school that was torn down and rebuild
into the 1910 building that MPI now occupies. The 1869
cornerstone is built into the wall in the basement men’s
room.
The Little Red Schoolhouse –Plainville, Ohio 1869-1910
The village of Plainville, Ohio, began in 1794 when Capt.
John Beasley built a grist mill on the Little Miami River near
where present-day Walton Creek Rd. joins Wooster Pike.
The first schoolhouse. a log building, was at the fork of
Walton Creek and Muchmore Roads. In 1869, this was
replaced by this red brick building - the customary oneroom, pioneer schoolhouse - a rear room was added in
1879. Our present building dates from 1910. On Halloween
night in the late 1800s teenage boys often hoisted one of
the village carriages to the top of the Little Red
Schoolhouse.
This picture was probably taken sometime after the addition was built (on the right) in 1879. The wrought-iron fence you see in this
picture was still there when some of our members first started at MPI in the early 80s.
"There was a large Adena [Native American] mound at the end of Walton Creek Road in Plainville. Pupils from the little red
schoolhouse at the fork of Walton Creek and Muchmore Roads were often taken there on a field trip by their teacher. Leaving the
main road, they followed a path that paralleled the creek, one the [Native Americans] had blazed, and later was used as a cow path.
The mound and a log cabin were explored, and the pupils collected artifacts, such as arrows and flint stones."
"Every Christmas at the turn of the century, Captain and Mrs. E.O.Hurd, who lived on Indian Hill, and Mrs. Stephen Gerard, of the
Village, gave a party for the children at the Little Red Schoolhouse. The Gerard’s treat consisted of hard candy and oranges, and each
child received a gift from a tinsel-trimmed grab-bag – Captain and Mrs. Hurd’s favour. Mr. Howard Carpenter, who was clerk of the
Plainville School Board, presided as Santa’s helper each year."

While we have to wait to return to our stage, we figured we might as well wait in style! We hope
passers-by will get a little morale boost with our new banners outside the theater!
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We all know live theater remains on hold as the COVID-19 pandemic goes on. We have all felt the void and dearly miss gathering
at the theater. Rest assured, the day will come that we can safely perform in front of a live audience again. We sincerely thank
you all for your patience, support, and faith in the future of MPI.
The Board of Directors is in the process of arranging the 2021-2022 season, and we will announce our plans as soon as they are
fully established. As previously announced, Mariemont Players has officially moved our September production of The Outsider
and our November production of The Last Night of Ballyhoo. Although it saddens us to delay the opening of these two shows,
both productions will be moved to our 2021-2022 season and we are so excited to bring these shows to life.
As the probability of putting on a live show remains unclear, the Board of Directors will decide, two months before a show’s
scheduled opening, whether or not the show will be produced, and make announcements accordingly.
If (and when) we resume live performances, we will sell tickets on a show-by-show basis, giving priority/pre-sale opportunities to
last season’s subscribers. Depending on when we are able to produce shows again, we may also sell a reduced subscription
package, which will be based on the number of shows our 2020-2021 season produces.
Please check our website, www.mariemontplayers.com, or our Facebook page (Mariemont Players Inc.) for the most current
information and updates.
Thank you for being part of our community. We miss you, and we look forward to seeing you at MPI as soon as it is safe to.

Each year, we ask members to re-up their membership (the 2020-2021 membership year began July 1st) in order
to continue receiving The Limelight Review, party invitations, and other news.
However, with times being what they are, the Mariemont Players Board of Directors has decided to
extend/continue all current memberships for the 2020-2021 membership year. No action is needed – your
membership has automatically rolled over to the upcoming year and you will continue to receive
communications as usual. We are so grateful for the support of our members, and we look forward to the day
that we can all be together again and celebrate our wonderful theater!

We look forward to seeing our members involved around town when things get (safely) back up and running!
If you have any upcoming performances (virtual, or otherwise), please email Jackie at jmiesle@gmail.com to be
featured in the “All Around Town” section!

We believe that stating our shared values and who we are as a community strengthens and fosters our
organization and our members. The Mariemont Players Culture Statement and Code of Conduct are both
summarized on the back/second page of our Membership Form (enclosed, at the end of the newsletter). If you
haven’t read it recently, take a minute to review it and read about who we strive to be every day!

Let’s be social!
Like/Follow Mariemont Players Inc.
on Facebook for updates, pictures, and more.
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