
1 
 
 
 

Jackie Miesle, Editor (jmiesle@gmail.com) Art Kibby, Distribution 

Mariemont Players is looking to hire a new Box 

Office Manager! 

If you (or someone you know) would like to be involved with one 

of Cincinnati's longest running community theaters, we'd love to 

talk to you. This is a paid position and is available for immediate 

hire, with an ideal start date in March 2020. 

Please send a resume and cover letter to Pat Kramer at prkramer@gmail.com  

Review the full job description here! 

Do you have your tickets? Don’t miss Mariemont Players’ March 

production of Earth and Sky, by Douglas Post,  

directed by jef brown. 
Sara McKeon – Patricia Mullins 

David Ames – CJ Bossart 

Detective Al Kersnowski – Michael Ireland 

Detective H.E. Weber – Darren Lee 

Joyce Lazlo – Elizabeth Hickerson 

Billy Hart – Bryce Willson 

Carl Eisenstadt – Burt McCollom 

Marie DeFaria – Natasha Boeckmann 

Julius Gatz – Fred Murrell 

“Earth and Sky” is about would-be poet and part-time librarian Sara McKeon, whose lover of ten weeks, David Ames, is 

found dead one hot August morning in the city of Chicago. It appears that David may have been involved in illicit 

activities, including kidnapping, rape, and murder. Sara begins her own investigation of the crime and is led deeper and 

deeper through the urban labyrinth into the contemporary underworld. As the detective story moves forward in time, 

scenes from the love affair take us back to the moment when Sara and David first met. The plots converge, and Sara finds 

herself face to face with David’s murderer. 

Performance Dates: March 13-29, 2020 

Order tickets at www.mariemontplayers.com or call 513-684-1236 

mailto:jmiesle@gmail.com
mailto:prkramer@gmail.com
https://www.mariemontplayers.com/copy-of-auditions
http://www.mariemontplayers.com/
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Mariemont Players and director Laura Berkemeier are excited to announce the cast of our May 

production, The Art of Dining by Tina Howe: 
Catherine Cook as Ellen 

Ryan Bowron as Cal 

Susan E. Smith as Hannah Galt 

 Terry Gosdin as Paul Galt 

 Haley Knuth as Elizabeth Borrow Colt 

 Candace Grissom as Herrick Simmons 

 Traci Taylor as Nessa Vox 

 Melanie Herrick as Tony Stassio 

 Brandon Dunphy as David Osslow 

Synopsis: Cal and Ellen are the owners and sole staff of a small, elegant gourmet restaurant. 

Cal's main preoccupation is paying back the $75,000 it cost to start it up, and that means 

packing in the customers. Chef Ellen is preoccupied with the food's quality and stopping Cal 

from sampling the ingredients. The diners act out their own private dramas over dinner and their 

conversations are exquisite burlesques of contemporary attitudes. There's a sensual middle aged 

couple who go into paroxysms of ecstasy just reading the menu and then there's three crass chic 

young career women. Finally, there's Elizabeth, a maladroit, shy and neurotic writer 

who's dining with her prospective publisher. Her actions and conversation are unintentionally 

hilarious and a delicious example of how not to act and what not to talk about while dining. 

Laura Berkemeier - Director 

Kristen Vincenty - Producer 

Aimée Ward - Stage Manager 

Performance Dates: May 8-24, 2020 

Tickets at www.mariemontplayers.com 

http://www.mariemontplayers.com/?fbclid=IwAR3IL9MZeL-HVY45cBvIvOM2cWmhZ58ZH_li6vyFiO1lmGHRFZa54un5nqs
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Mariemont Players and director Dan Maloney announce auditions for Somewhere in Between by Craig Pospisil. 

Audition Dates/Times:  

Sunday, March 15th @ 7 PM 

Monday, March 16th @ 7 PM 

Location: 4101 Walton Creek Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45227 

Performance Dates: July 10-26, 2020 

Synopsis: Told in ten scenes, the play begins in the dark as Jasper confesses his 

feelings of isolation to the audience. Sidesplitting encounters with quirky characters 

follow as Jasper pursues Holly, a pretty bookstore clerk. While attempting to 

navigate the pitfalls of modern dating, Jasper begins to realize life’s uncertainties 

aren’t all bad and accepting them is the way to make the best of things. 

Casting Note: "Somewhere in Between" was written so that it could be produced 

with as few as six actors (three men and three women). It can also be performed 

with as many as seventeen actors. Several roles are non-gender or age specific. The 

New York production premiered with nine actors (four men and five women). 

Seeking physical performers. 

Full audition information can be found here! 

For questions or to peruse a copy of the script, contact director Dan Maloney at 

maloneykd@gmail.com 

 Eric Day will play Lennie and Bill Hartnett will play Candy in the Footlighters, Inc. production of Of Mice and 

Men. Performance dates: February 13-29, 2020. 

 John Langley will play Alonzo in the Cincinnati Landmark Productions production of Meet Me In St. Louis at the 

Covedale Center, directed and choreographed by Dee Anne Bryll. Performance dates: February 13-March 8, 2020. 

 Rob Weidle will play Winston in The Drama Workshop production of A Catered Affair, directed by Dan Maloney. 

Performance dates: February 21-March 8, 2020. 

 Chris Bishop will play Marchand and Lon Nease will play Von Berg in the Alibi Players production of Incident At 

Vichy. Performance dates: March 13-22, 2020. 

 Cat Cook will play Susan B. Anthony in the Falcon Theatre’s The Agitators. Performance dates: March 20-April 4, 

2020. 

 Aaron Whitehead will play Anthony in The Carnegie’s production of End of the Rainbow. March 21-April 5, 2020. 

 Liz Taylor will perform in the ensemble of The Covedale Center production of All Shook Up, performance dates: 

April 2-26, 2020. 

 Jackie Miesle will play Winnie Tate in the Footlighters Inc. production of Annie Get Your Gun. Performance dates: 

April 23-May 9, 2020. 

 Lon Nease will play Jeff Elbies, Jim Waldfogle will play Loomis, and Gary Glass will play Thor Larswald in the 

Beechmont Players production of Wrong Window!. Performance dates: May 1-3 & 8-9, 2020. 

 Jessica Archer will perform in the ensemble for the CenterStage Players production of Heathers. Performance 

dates: May 1-10, 2020. 

 Mary Ann Smith will play Dora/Ensemble in the Cincinnati Music Theatre production of Singin’ In The Rain, vocal 

directed by Linda Abbott. Performance dates: May 8-10 & 13-16, 2020. 

 Rob Weidle and Evan Blanton will perform in The Drama Workshop production of Ring of Fire, directed by Linda 

Abbott. Performance dates: May 1-17, 2020. 

 Dee Anne Bryll will direct Cincinnati Landmark Productions’ Carousel. Performance dates: August 19-Sept. 13, 2020. 

 

 

 

https://www.mariemontplayers.com/auditions
mailto:maloneykd@gmail.com
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By Anna Nixon 

At Christmas Josephine Gately, an MPI member, gave me copies of three plays written by a friend of hers, Peter Whalen. 

Peter grew up in the English china pottery county of Staffordshire in the center of the country. Names like Wedgewood, 

Royal Doulton, Spode and Johnson Bros. will no doubt sound familiar to you. Whalen also wrote “The Herbal Bed” which 

ran at MPI some years ago. 

The play we read is entitled “The Bright and Bold Design” set in the 1930’s. The play has two themes running through it – 

the workplace effects of a change in pottery design from delicate Victorian floral to advanced modern shapes and colors, 

and the encroaching influence of the political socialist movement. A very interesting play! 

Thank you to the readers: Joyce and Art Kibby, Maris Ryan, Laura Hovland, Linda Callahan (welcome back!), Fred 

Rothzeid, Jan Costello, Karen Zaugg, Chessie Vigran, John Nixon and yours truly. 

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 17th at 7:30pm 

Producer: As always with Mariemont, the show was well organized and polished, with all the components coming 

together seamlessly to create a cohesive guest experience for the audience. From the lobby display to the program art, to 

the set, the costumes, the lighting, the sound – everything was harmonious. While some of this may be the result of 

having the luxury to work in your own space at your own pace, the guiding hand and careful oversight of the producer is 

the glue that pulls and keeps everything together. 

Heather Abbot as Evelyn Reid: “Ms Abbott turned in an incredibly strong performance as Evelyn.  I totally believed the 

scenario of being falsely accused, and was surprised when it slowly became apparent that maybe it wasn't so false, after 

all.” “Ms. Abbott did a great job of displaying both of her faces, totally deceiving her fellow instructors until the moment 

comes to reveal her true nature. She definitely had the “bad seed” vibe going on, even before her first significant plot 

twist. The silent menace that lingered behind her sweet demeanor created a sense of tense anticipation as the audience 

waited for her secrets to be exposed.” 

Cathy Ross as Lila Wadkins: “Ms Ross was outstanding as Lila, a teacher who has been in the system long enough to 

know how it works, but not so long that she has become totally jaded by it.  I could tell she truly cared for her students 

and just wanted to get through the process so she could get back to them, and her growing frustration was evident.  The 

comedic timing in her delivery was spot-on.  Even when she seemed focused on her knitting, Ms Ross was always in the 

scene and aware of what was going on around her.” 

Chessie Vigran as Roberta Burke: “I think Roberta may have been my favorite character in this show.  Ms Vigran 

brought Roberta to life in all her sassy, sarcastic glory.  In spite of herself, she finally becomes friends with the other 

teachers as the play progresses.  Her shock when her repeated trips to detention actually get her fired felt genuine, but it 

didn't surprise me at all when she found another way to keep gaming the system!  All-in-all, a great job.” 

Evan Blanton as Toby Fleming: “Mr Blanton perfectly portrayed Toby, the young, idealistic teacher who wanted to 

make a difference but ran head-first into reality.  I enjoyed watching this character slowly learn to stand up for himself, 

particularly in confronting Fred, and culminating in his appearance before the board for his hearing (the quiet “oh my 

god” at the end was perfectly delivered!).  His growing infatuation with Candace felt real, and his awkwardness just as 

genuine.” 

Chuck Ingram as Fred Disalvo: “Mr Ingram captured the character perfectly.  He maintains the tough guy facade, but it 

begins to wear down as the others discuss books and life, and he begins to reveal some humanity a little at a time.  The 

emotions displayed during his hearing felt completely real as he revealed his motivations behind what he had done.  A 

really powerful performance.” 

Aimée Ward as Candace Metzger: “Ms Ward did a wonderful job bringing Candace to life. Her accent was the most 

noticeable to me, and was consistent and understandable throughout the show.  Her character starts off very businesslike 

and “in charge”, but softens as the play progresses, becoming one of “the gang”.  I thought it particularly poignant when 

she finally reveals that she really doesn't know what she's doing as room proctor.  Candace's affection towards Toby felt 

genuine.” 
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Robert Weidle as Mr. Atwood: “You gave an effective performance as the completely neutral, impervious and unseen 

Mr. Atwood.” 

Stage Management: “I noticed no issues with start time or intermission.  Scene changes seemed smooth and did not 
seem overly long.  Actors appeared to be where they should be when they should be there.  Actors had the props they 
needed when they needed them.  Entrances and exits moved smoothly, which can be difficult in a small space, 
particularly if there is limited access.  Lighting and sound cues were on time, so far as I could tell.  Overall, a job well 
done.” 

Ensemble: “This was an exceptionally cohesive cast.  Each character was distinct, with their own personality well-defined, 

and everyone moved and interacted naturally.  Volume and diction were clear, and I had no trouble understanding 

anyone.  Actors were engaged and focused throughout the show.  There was one point where it seemed like there might 

have been a break, but it could have been more of a “stare-down”, so I'll leave it there.  The tech crew kept the show 

moving at a good, steady pace, and nothing I saw took me out of the flow of the show.” 

Direction: “It was readily apparent that Ms. Keith had a vision for what she wanted from this production.  She stated in her 

Director's Notes that she had worked around teachers for a long time, and it showed in this production.  She chose 

performers that were appropriate for all of the characters, and they worked well together.  All of the characters were well 

developed and totally believable.  Even though this is a relatively small stage, the actors were able to move about the 

stage, and blocking felt natural and with purpose.  Relationships between the characters felt genuine.  Pacing was 

consistent and smooth, nothing seemed to drag; even though the first act was over an hour long, it did not feel like it.  Ms. 

Keith really got the best out of her cast.  Overall, a truly outstanding job!” 

We believe that stating our shared values and who we are as a community strengthens and fosters our 

organization and our members. The Mariemont Players Culture Statement and Code of Conduct are both 

summarized on the back/second page of our Membership Form (enclosed, at the end of the newsletter). If you 

haven’t read it recently, take a minute to review it and read about who we strive to be every day! 

MPI Membership Renewal – Please stay and play with us for another year! 

The 2019-2020 membership year began July 1st and we hope you will renew! If you haven’t sent your renewal 

($15 for individual or $25 for family), please do so as soon as possible so you can continue to receive the 

Limelight Review, party invitations, and other news! See the membership form (enclosed, at the end of the 

newsletter) for more information. 

Let’s be social! 

Like/Follow Mariemont Players Inc.  

on Facebook for updates, pictures,  

and more. 

https://www.facebook.com/mariemont.players/
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